
Breeding seabirds 

in the south-west 

Solent 2021-2025









Black-headed Gull
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Number 

of nests

4780 3610 4110 4825 3654

Breeding 

success

Large 

number of 

well grown 

chicks lost 

to predation 

west of 

river. 

Elsewhere, 

high 

fledging 

success.

Large 

numbers of 

fledged juvs 

observed 

but only 

using east 

of the river.

Large 

numbers of 

fledged 

juvs 

observed. 

Back on 

both sides 

of the river.

Good 

numbers 

of juvs 

both 

sides of 

the river. 

No signs 

of bird flu 

this 

season.

The 

colonies 

were 

severely 

impacted 

by a storm 

on 27th/28th 

May. Many 

nests 

washed 

out.













Mediterranean Gull

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Number of 

nests

75 610 34 101 325

Breeding 

success

All pre 

fledged juvs 

predated at 

Cockleshell 

but success 

at Pylewell.

Good 

breeding 

success with 

several 

hundred juvs 

observed at 

Pylewell. 

The largest 

number of 

pairs ever 

recorded in 

the western 

Solent

Good 

breeding 

success 

from a 

much 

smaller 

colony.

Where did 

they go?

Bred on both 

sides of the 

river with 

good 

numbers of 

juvs 

observed in 

the colonies 

late summer.

Very large 

numbers of 

birds (1000+

pairs) early in 

the season.

Severely 

impacted by 

storm at end 

of May. Still 

second 

highest ever 

total.



Other gulls

ÅCommon Gull.  One pair in 2023, 2024 & 

2025

ÅGreat Black-backed Gull. Three to five 

pairs most years.

ÅLesser Black-backed Gull. Has bred but 

not recently.

ÅHerring Gull. Bred in Normandy Lagoon in 

2025 but chicks predated.




