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Key Solent habitats 





Benthic fisheries



Watson et al. 2016, Fish & Fisheries

Location/Site Species Date Total biomass 

(t) removed  y-1

Retail price 

(£) kg-1 

Biomass value 

(£) removed  y-1

Dell Quay, UK A. virens 2012 4.9 33 164,000

UK All polychaetes 2013 2,977 33 152,000,000

Global All polychaetes 2015 121,000 49 5,500,000,000

Global, FAO database Marine worms 2012 353 - -

UK (UK vessels) H. gammarus 2013 3,000 - 105,000,000

Value and landings

Chichester Harbour clams 2023 27 - 550,000

Russel and Watson, 2025



Ecosystem goods & services

 Natural capital

Watson et al. 2020, Sci. Tot. Environ.



Other 
functions

Other goods & services



Current state

Watson et al. 2020, Sci. Tot. Environ.Murray et al. 2018



Decadal changes
in metals

Richir et al. (2021) Env. Int.



Metal changes



Solent: metal concentrations

Watson et al. 2025



Solent: metal concentrations

Watson et al. 2025



Metal enrichment and toxicity

Watson et al. 2025



Metal uses



Metal sources



Estimates of 
numbers

Vessel numbers Time 

frame

Area Mean (m) / count

All on water Day Solent 13,351 

AIS screen grab Day Solent 284 (m)

Rec. vessels (2018) - UK 546,818

Rec. vessels (2018) - Europe 5.8 x 106

Rec. vessels (2018) - World 31.6 x 106

Merchant fleet (2020) - World 98,060

Richir et al. (2021) Env. Int.



Input sources
Method Source Input

region
2020

Copper
2040

Copper
2020
Zinc

2040
Zinc

2020
Nickel

2040
Nickel

AF All vess. Solent 94 153 27 39 - -

Anode All vess. Solent - - 349 503 - -

Scrubbers Merchant 
(AIS only)

Solent 0.4 5 0.8 9 0.2 2

OSPAR Riv. + 
dir.

UK UK 296-338 - 1,028 - - -

Atmospheric UK UK 269 - 460 - 98 -

Richir et al. (2021) Env. Int.



Other metal sources

Wadey et al. 2019



Other sources

Wadey et al. 2019



Wadey et al. 2019



Impacts
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F ig u r e  1 .   M e a n  p e r c e n t a g e  t a il  D N A  d a m a g e  (±  S E M ) p e r  b o x  fo r  e a c h  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  t im e  p o in t  a n d  fo r  w o r m s  c o lle c t e d  fr o m

fie ld  s it e s .  M e s o c o sm : n = 3  b o x e s  p e r  sa m p lin g  p o in t ,  e x c e p t  fo r  H C Z  6  m o n t h  a n d  H C  9  m o n th  w h ic h  w e r e  2  b o x e s  a n d   1  b o x  fo r

H C Z  9  m o n th s .  N u m b e r  o f  w o r m s  s a m p le d  p e r  b o x  v a r ie s  fr o m  1  t o  5  (m e a n  o f 2 .4 )   F ie ld  s it e s  w e r e  s a m p le d  b e t w e e n

Ju ly -S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 3  w it h  6  w o r m s  s a m p le d  fr o m  e a c h  s it e ,  e x c e p t  L a n g s t o n e  H a r b o u r  w it h  5 .

Pini et al. (2018) Env. Poll.



Impacts

Watson et al. 2024



How does toxicity compare?

Johnson et al. (2017)



Next research steps

Assess concentrations in other species

Re-analyse metal data to look at proximity to 
landfill/other sources

Analyize POP data



Vessel solutions



Thank you!
 Acknowledgements

 Post-docs

 Postgraduates

 Undergraduates

 Collaborators and staff

 Funders


	Slide 1: Metals in the Solent   Prof Gordon Watson
	Slide 2: Research theme:  human interactions with the marine environment
	Slide 3: Which habitats are important?
	Slide 4: Key Solent habitats 
	Slide 5: Why are they important?
	Slide 6: Benthic fisheries
	Slide 7: Value and landings
	Slide 8: Ecosystem goods & services
	Slide 9: Other functions
	Slide 10: Current state
	Slide 11: Decadal changes in metals
	Slide 12: Metal changes
	Slide 13: Solent: metal concentrations
	Slide 14: Solent: metal concentrations
	Slide 15: Metal enrichment and toxicity
	Slide 16: Metal uses
	Slide 17: Metal sources
	Slide 18: Estimates of  numbers
	Slide 19: Input sources
	Slide 20: Other metal sources
	Slide 21: Other sources
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: Impacts
	Slide 24: Impacts
	Slide 25: How does toxicity compare?
	Slide 26: Next research steps
	Slide 27: Vessel solutions
	Slide 28

