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Solent Forum Members Meeting  

Minutes 
 

20 March 2019, Portsmouth 
 

 
Chairman’s welcome and opening remarks 
 
Peter Barham (PB), the Solent Forum Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting. He raised the 
issue of the uncertainty surrounding Brexit and what may happen with the legislative 
framework in the future. 
 
He spoke about how the Government is pushing forward the environmental net gain agenda as 
part of Defra’s 25 Year Environment Plan. He had run a small national workshop on this topic, 
to look at how these concepts could be delivered in marine and coastal environments. 
Government is currently holding open conversations and are asking for advice and help about 
how to restore and improve the environment in the real world. He offered to take a hot topic 
slot at the next meeting to speak about this further. 
  
Solent Forum Update - Karen McHugh (KM), Solent Forum 
 
KM updated Forum members on the progress of the Solent Forum’s work. The latest Annual 
Report was distributed that shows what the Forum did in 2018/19 and its plans for 2019/20. 
She explained that the Solent Forum Officer, Kate Chesman, has now left the Forum. Catherine 
Whitby will join the Forum over the summer as a placement student.  
 
She reported that the Forum is now planning for its next five-year business plan (2020-2025). 
There will be communications going out to members on this matter starting with a 
questionnaire this summer. PB added that it is important for Forum members to be involved 
with the business plan, as it is their Forum and they need to help set its direction. 
 
A new project that the Forum is commencing is the Building Biodiversity Solent Hub (BB Solent 
Hub). A technical group is to be established to scope what the hub should do, it aims to be a 
central resource for Forum members on work and information on topics such as ecological 
enhancement and net gain. 
 
She noted that the BUDS project is progressing and information is available on the Forum’s 
website. The project is looking to install dredging pumping stations in the Western Solent. 
 
Delegates asked what the geographical coverage was of the mapping of sites that was done for 
BUDS, KM replied that the whole Solent had been mapped and the map was linked to the 
BUDS directory on the Forum’s website. Mike Ward (Marina Projects Ltd) asked that marine 
licence stakeholders, like the RYA and BMF, be included in the project’s assessment of 
licensing. 
 
The presentation is available on the Forum’s website. 
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Suffolk Marine Pioneer - Peter Cosgrove, Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB 
 
The marine pioneer is a project established to inform the government’s 25 Year Environment 
Plan, by understanding how a natural capital approach could be implemented for the marine 
environment. The work will help to shape the government’s Environment Bill. 
 
The delegates thought there is a need to change people’s mindsets and to do this the focus 
should be on local issues and providing practical case studies. People need to know whether a 
natural capital approach can work in practice and how it can be delivered in a simple and cost 
effective way. 
 
The presentation is available on the Forum’s website. 
 
The MARINEFF Project - Roger Herbert, Bournemouth University 
 
The MARINEFF project’s goal is to enhance and protect coastal and transitional water 
ecosystems in cross-border Channel regions. The integration of habitats for marine organisms 
directly into the marine infrastructures will be the main innovation of the project. 
 
Sites in the Solent will be used to test how the project’s goals can be delivered in practice, and 
the creation of a professional network, as one of the work packages, will help to address the 
skills gap. The main issues to address are the longevity and intrinsic functionality of 
enhancements and to see how current pilot projects can be upscaled. 
 
The project’s closing conference will take place in Southampton in 2021.  
 
The presentation is available on the Forum’s website. 
 
Assessing the dynamics of vegetated shingle, Hurst Spit case study (2013-2017) 
- Lauren Burt (LB), New Forest District Council 
 
This SCOPAC funded research project focuses on the dynamics of vegetated shingle at Hurst 
Spit, in response to the extreme storms of 2013/14 and resultant beach management 
activities. 
 
The final report of the work was published by SCOPAC in 2018. In 2018, NFDC undertook beach 
recycling at Hurst and the impacts of this will be monitored. 
 
PB asked whether any work had been done to look at shingle on a less mobile site, LB replied 
that there is a site at Northpoin,t which they could use to compare, as it is more sheltered. 
Alan Deeming asked whether the source of colonising plants had been studied, LB replied that 
they believe many are windblown but that they don’t have any definitive answers yet about 
how beach recycling affects seed distribution. Louise McCallum asked if people have access to 
the site and if so what is the impact of trampling. LB replied that there is only one area of easy 
access and that location does not support vegetation. 
 
The presentation is available on the Forum’s website. 
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EU Interreg ‘RanTrans’ project - Gordon Watson (GW), University of Portsmouth	
 
This presentation gave a brief introduction and outline for the recently awarded EU Interreg 
Channel funded project RaNTrans (RApid reduction of Nutrients in TRANSitional waters). 
 
GW noted that nutrients in transitional waters will be an issue for some years to come as they 
are present in groundwater and acquifers. The project will not be tackling the sources of 
nutrients, as this work is being done elsewhere, but focusing on dealing with the consequences 
such as algal mats on intertidal mudflats. 
 
Rob Clark (Southern IFCA) asked whether the project will be using natural capital techniques, 
GW replied that they will need to do environmental and economic assessments as there is 
currently a lack of data. Derek Russell (Chichester Harbour) asked whether the focus will be on 
reducing nutrient concentration or optimising the commercial opportunities such as seaweed 
farming. GW said that this would be evaluated as part of the project. Sue Hawley (IoW 
Estuaries) asked whether the project will look to remove algae from the water column, GW 
replied that this is one of a number of options that the project will look at. 
 
Hot Topics 
 
Jane Cunningham from the Manhood Peninsula Partnership informed the Forum of the ‘Seas 
the Day’ project. She will be talking more about this project at the October Forum meeting. 
See: https://peninsulapartnership.org.uk/projects/seas-the-day/. 
 
Jess Taylor from Natural England reported that the marine Condition Assessments for the 
Solent’s SACs are now available on the Designated Sites System. They are accessed via the 
feature condition, for example see: 
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/Marine/MarineFeatureCondition.aspx?SiteCode
=UK0030059&SiteName=solent%20maritime&SiteNameDisplay=Solent+Maritime+SAC&count
yCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea= 
 
Ian Boyd of Artecology explained how the Isle of Wight environmental consultancy Arc, are 
working with Natural England to speak to as many Island businesses as possible throughout 
March 2019. They would like to hear your views on the value of the Island’s wildlife, coast and 
landscape to your business, and to the Island’s economy. They are particularly interested in 
whether you think there are benefits that may come from improvements to coastal access, 
planned as part of the new England Coastal Path. See: https://arc-
consulting.co.uk/blog/england-coastal-path-tourism-nature-on-the-isle-of-wight-whats-your-
view/. 
 
Komali Kantamaneni from Southampton Solent University informed the Forum about two 
areas of work: 
 
1.       CGRF project - This project evaluates the coastal vulnerability of South Asia 
2.       A public lecture on coastal vulnerability, see: 

https://www.solent.ac.uk/events/2019/natural-disasters-and-coastal-vulnerability-
change-is-the-only-constant 

 
PB closed by thanking Kate Ansell and Karen McHugh for organising the meeting. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
The next Forum Members Meeting will take place on 2 October 2019 at Northwood House, 
Cowes, Isle of Wight. 
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Attendees 
 

Sophie Appleby ABP Southampton 
Ian Boyd Artecology Ltd 
Ian Dobson Beckett Rankine  
Anna Parry Bird Aware Solent 
Scott  Cruttenden Boskalis 
Roger  Herbert Bournemouth University 
David  Roberts BP Hamble 
Derek Russell Chichester Harbour Advisory Committee 
Bret Willers Eastleigh Borough Council 
Jackie Mellan Environment Agency 
Aaron  Penney Gosport Borough Council 
Stevyn  Ricketts  Gosport Borough Council 
Cllr Ann Briggs Hampshire County Council 
Tim Ferrero Hants and IoW Wildlife Trust 
Cllr Ken Smith Havant Borough Council 
Cllr John Hobart Isle of Wight Council 
Cllr Paul Fuller Isle of Wight Council 
Chris Mills Isle of Wight Council 
Sue Hawley Isle of Wight Estuaries 
Louise McCallum Langstone Harbour Board 
Jane  Cunningham Manhood Peninsula Partnership 
Mike Ward Marina Projects Ltd 
Jess Taylor Natural England 
Sue Burton Natural England 
Robert  Lloyd Natural England 
Gavin Black Natural England 
Lauren Burt New Forest District Council 
Ian Barker New Forest NPA 
David  Bence New Forest NPA 
Daniel Young Portsmouth City Council 
David  Barter QHM Portsmouth 
Gideon Sherwood QHM Portsmouth 
Kim Moore Ramboll UK Ltd 
Alison Fowler River Hamble Harbour Authority 
Jason Scott River Hamble Harbour Authority 
Duncan Savage RYA 
Mike Samuleson RYA South 
Sophie Evinagar Secrets of the Solent 
Emily Stroud Secrets of the Solent 
Rachel Bryan Secrets of the Solent 
Kate Ansell Solent Forum 
Peter  Barham Solent Forum 
Karen McHugh Solent Forum 
Catherine Whitby Solent Forum Student 
Dr.Komali  Kantamaneni Southampton Solent University 
Robert  Clark Southern IFCA 
Peter  Cosgrove Suffolk Heaths and Coast AONB 
Erin Lawes Sussex IFCA 
Gordon Watson University of Portsmouth 
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Apologies 
 

Malcolm Thorpe Bembridge Harbour Authority 
Mark Russell BMAPA 
Justyn Willsmore BP Hamble 
Tom Day Chichester District Council 
Richard Austin Chichester Harbour Conservancy 
Sarah Boyd Eastleigh Borough Council 
Richard O'Callaghan Environment Agency 
Cllr Cartwright Fareham Borough Council 
David Rumble Hants & IoW Wildlife Trust 
Julie Boschi Havant Borough Council 
Grace Booth Isle of Wight Council 
Nigel Jardine Langstone Harbour Board 
Alex Benfield Marina Developments Ltd 
Cllr Ben Dowling Portsmouth City Council 
Rachel Cutler Portsmouth City Council 
Paul Linwood Southern Water 
Tim Dapling Sussex IFCA 
Nick Hey Wightlink Ferries 

 


